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services are seldom wanted except to ban the demons of
plague. But he still exercises the right of elevating deceased
mandarins to the rank of local deities, and as he receives a
fee for every deification, the ranks of the celestial hierarchy
naturally receive many recruits. He also draws a con-
siderable revenue from the manufacture and sale of red
and green papers inscribed with cabalistic characters, which
are infallible safeguards against demons, disease, and
calamities of every sort1
From our survey of the religious position occupied by Divine
the king in rude societies we may infer that the claim to p^*s of
divine and supernatural powers put forward by the monarchs
of great historical empires like those of Egypt, China, Mexico,
and Peru, was not the simple outcome of inflated vanity or
the empty expression of a grovelling adulation ; it was merely
a survival and extension of the old savage apotheosis of
living kings. Thus, for example, as children of the Sun the
Incas of Peru were revered like gods; they could do no
wrong, and no one dreamed of offending against the person,
honour, or property of the monarch or of any of the royal
race. Hence, too, the Incas did not, like most people, look
on sickness as an evil. They considered it a messenger sent
from their father the Sun to call them to come and rest
with him in heaven. Therefore the usual words in which
an Inca announced his approaching end were these: " My
father calls me to come and rest with him." They would
not oppose their father's will by offering sacrifice for re-
covery, but openly declared that he had called them to his
rest.2 Issuing from the sultry valleys upon the lofty table*
1  Mgr   Danicourt,   "Rapport   sur     writer tells us that the Peruvian In-
1'origine, les progres et la decadence     dians "held their kings not only to
de la secte des  Tao-sse, en Chine,"     be possessed of royal majesty, but to
Annahs de la Propagation de la Foit     be gods " (to. bk. iv. ch, v. vol. i. p.
xxx. (1858) pp.  15-20; J. H. Gray,     303, Markham's Trans.).    Mr. E. J.
China (London,   1878), i.   103  sq. ;     Payne denies that the Incas believed
Dr. Merz, " Bericht ttber seine erste     in their descent from the sun, and stig-
Reise von Amoy nach  Kui-kiang,"     matises as a ridiculous fable the notion
Zeitschrift der  Gesellschaft fur Erd-     that they were worshipped as gods (Hi**
kunde zu Berlin,  xxiii.   (1888)  pp.     tory of the Msw World called America*
413-416.                                                 i. 506, 512).    I content myself with
2  Garcilasso de la Vega, JFiist Part     reproducing the statements of Garci-
ofthe Royal Commentaries of the Yncast     lasso de la Vega, who had ample means
bk. ii chs. 8 and 15 (vol. i. pp. 131,     of ascertaining the truth.     His good
155,   Markham's   translation).     This     faith has been questioned, but, as 1